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Worship	at	Home	
	

28th	June	2020	
	
	

Opening	Prayer	(in	unison)	
	

O	Lord,	our	God,	we	gather	together	today	to	give	you	thanks	and	praise	your	greatness.	We	
praise	your	mighty	works	to	the	whole	world.	We	praise	you	for	your	wonderful	deeds.	Your	
power	is	limitless,	your	wisdom	is	unparalleled,	your	grace	is	overwhelming,	your	love	is	never	
failing.	You	promised	that	you	will	never	leave	or	forsake	us.	Let	us	worship	you	in	spirit	and	
truth.		Through	Jesus	Christ,	our	Lord,	Amen.	
	
Songs	of	Praise		

In	Christ	Alone	

In	Christ	alone	my	hope	is	found,	
He	is	my	light,	my	strength,	my	song	
This	Cornerstone,	this	solid	Ground	
Firm	through	the	fiercest	drought	and	storm.	
What	heights	of	love,	what	depths	of	peace	
When	fears	are	stilled,	when	strivings	cease	
My	Comforter,	my	All	in	All	
Here	in	the	love	of	Christ	I	stand.	

In	Christ	alone!	-	who	took	on	flesh,	
Fullness	of	God	in	helpless	babe.	
This	gift	of	love	and	righteousness,	
Scorned	by	the	ones	He	came	to	save	
Till	on	that	cross	as	Jesus	died,	
The	wrath	of	God	was	satisfied	
For	every	sin	on	Him	was	laid	
Here	in	the	death	of	Christ	I	live.	

There	in	the	ground	His	body	lay,	
Light	of	the	world	by	darkness	slain:	
Then	bursting	forth	in	glorious	day	
Up	from	the	grave	He	rose	again	
And	as	He	stands	in	victory	
Sin's	curse	has	lost	its	grip	on	me,	
For	I	am	His	and	He	is	mine	
Bought	with	the	precious	blood	of	Christ	
	
No	guilt	in	life,	no	fear	in	death,	
This	is	the	power	of	Christ	in	me;	
From	life’s	first	cry	to	final	breath.	
Jesus	commands	my	destiny.	
No	power	of	hell,	no	scheme	of	man,	
Can	ever	pluck	me	from	His	hand;	
Till	He	returns	or	calls	me	home,	
Here	in	the	power	of	Christ	I’ll	stand	
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Jesus,	Be	The	Centre	

Jesus,	Be	The	Centre	
Be	My	Source,	
Be	My	Light	
Jesus	
	
Jesus,	Be	The	Centre	
Be	My	Hope,	
Be	My	Song	
Jesus	
	
(Chorus)	
Be	The	Fire	In	My	Heart	
Be	The	Wind	In	These	Sails	
Be	The	Reason	That	I	Live	
Jesus,	Jesus	
	
Jesus,	Be	My	Vision	
Be	My	Path,	
Be	My	Guide	
Jesus	
	
Jesus,	Be	My	Vision	
Be	My	Path,	
Be	My	Guide	
Jesus	
	
(Chorus)	
Be	The	Fire	In	My	Heart	
Be	The	Wind	In	These	Sails	
Be	The	Reason	That	I	Live	
Jesus,	Jesus	
	
(Chorus)	
Be	The	Fire	In	My	Heart	
Be	The	Wind	In	These	Sails	
Be	The	Reason	That	I	Live		
Jesus,	Jesus	
	
(Chorus)	
Be	The	Fire	In	My	Heart	
Be	The	Wind	In	These	Sails	
Be	The	Reason	That	I	Live		
Jesus,	Jesus	
	
Jesus,	Be	The	Centre	
Be	My	Source,	
Be	My	Light	
Jesus	
	
Intercession	Prayer	

1. Let	 us	 thank	 God	 for	 the	 slowdown	 of	 numbers	 of	 infection	 of	 Covid-19	 virus	 in	
Malaysia.	 Continue	 to	 pray	 unceasingly	 till	 this	 Covid-19	 virus	 is	 totally	 eradicated	
under	captive	power	of	our	Lord	Jesus.	Pray	for	everyone	that	they	will	learn	to	adjust	
to	the	new	norms	and	safety	measures	in	place.	
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2. Pray	 for	Malaysia	 economy	 to	 improve	 in	 the	 coming	months.	 Pray	 for	more	 new	
businesses	 and	 job	 opportunities	 for	 everyone.	 Pray	 that	 all	 Government	 relief	 or	
incentive	issued	out	to	the	corporate	companies	will	help	to	prevent	further	loss	of	
jobs.	

3. Pray	for	the	students	and	teachers	who	had	returned	to	school	will	be	protected	from	
the	infection	of	Covid-19.	Pray	for	our	Church	Kindergarten	students	and	teachers	too	
as	they	began	opening	up	on	1	July,	that	they	will	be	able	to	adapt	to	the	new	SOPs	
set	by	the	Government	for	running	the	kindergarten	affairs.	

	

End	the	Intercession	with	the	Lord’s	Prayer:	
	

Our	Father,	who	art	in	heaven,	
hallowed	be	thy	name;	
thy	kingdom	come;	
thy	will	be	done;	
on	earth	as	it	is	in	heaven.	
Give	us	this	day	our	daily	bread.	
And	forgive	us	our	trespasses,	
as	we	forgive	those	who	trespass	against	us.	
And	lead	us	not	into	temptation;	
but	deliver	us	from	evil.	
For	thine	is	the	kingdom,	
the	power	and	the	glory,	
for	ever	and	ever.	
Amen.	

	

Hymn	of	Preparation	–	Guide	Me,	O	Thou	Great	Jehovah	(UMH	127)	

Guide	me,	O	thou	great	Jehovah,	
pilgrim	through	this	barren	land.	
I	am	weak,	but	thou	art	mighty;	
hold	me	with	thy	powerful	hand.	
Bread	of	heaven,	bread	of	heaven,	
feed	me	till	I	want	no	more;	
feed	me	till	I	want	no	more.	
	
Open	now	the	crystal	fountain,	
whence	the	healing	stream	doth	flow;	
let	the	fire	and	cloudy	pillar	
lead	me	all	my	journey	through.	
Strong	deliverer,	strong	deliverer,	
be	thou	still	my	strength	and	shield;	
be	thou	still	my	strength	and	shield.	
	
When	I	tread	the	verge	of	Jordan,	
bid	my	anxious	fears	subside;	
death	of	death	and	hell's	destruction,	
land	me	safe	on	Canaan's	side.	
Songs	of	praises,	songs	of	praises,	
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I	will	ever	give	to	thee;	
I	will	ever	give	to	thee.	

	
Scripture	Reading	:	Genesis	13:	1-18	

13	So	Abram	went	up	 from	Egypt	to	 the	Negev,	with	his	wife	 and	everything	he	had,	 and	
Lot	went	 with	 him.	2	Abram	 had	 become	 very	 wealthy	in	 livestock	and	 in	 silver	 and	 gold.	
3	From	the	Negev	he	went	from	place	to	place	until	he	came	to	Bethel,	to	the	place	between	
Bethel	and	Ai	where	his	tent	had	been	earlier	4	and	where	he	had	first	built	an	altar.	There	
Abram	called	on	the	name	of	the	Lord.	5	Now	Lot,	who	was	moving	about	with	Abram,	also	
had	 flocks	 and	 herds	 and	 tents.	6	But	 the	 land	 could	 not	 support	 them	while	 they	 stayed	
together,	for	their	possessions	were	so	great	that	they	were	not	able	to	stay	together.	7	And	
quarreling	arose	between	Abram’s	herders	and	Lot’s.	The	Canaanites	and	Perizzites	were	also	
living	in	the	land	at	that	time.	8	So	Abram	said	to	Lot,	“Let’s	not	have	any	quarreling	between	
you	and	me,	or	between	your	herders	and	mine,	for	we	are	close	relatives.	9	Is	not	the	whole	
land	before	you?	Let’s	part	company.	If	you	go	to	the	left,	I’ll	go	to	the	right;	if	you	go	to	the	
right,	 I’ll	 go	 to	 the	 left.”	 10	Lot	 looked	 around	 and	 saw	 that	 the	whole	plain	of	 the	 Jordan	
toward	Zoar	was	well	watered,	like	the	garden	of	the	Lord,	like	the	land	of	Egypt.	(This	was	
before	the	Lord	destroyed	Sodom	and	Gomorrah.)	11	So	Lot	chose	for	himself	the	whole	plain	
of	the	Jordan	and	set	out	toward	the	east.	The	two	men	parted	company:	12	Abram	lived	in	
the	land	of	Canaan,	while	Lot	lived	among	the	cities	of	the	plain	and	pitched	his	tents	near	
Sodom.	13	Now	the	people	of	Sodom	were	wicked	and	were	sinning	greatly	against	the	Lord.	
14	The	Lord	said	to	Abram	after	Lot	had	parted	from	him,	“Look	around	from	where	you	are,	
to	the	north	and	south,	to	the	east	and	west.	15	All	the	land	that	you	see	I	will	give	to	you	and	
your	 offspring[a]	forever.	16	I	 will	make	 your	 offspring	 like	 the	 dust	 of	 the	 earth,	 so	 that	 if	
anyone	could	count	the	dust,	then	your	offspring	could	be	counted.	17	Go,	walk	through	the	
length	and	breadth	of	the	land,	for	I	am	giving	it	to	you.”	18	So	Abram	went	to	live	near	the	
great	 trees	 of	 Mamre	at	 Hebron,	where	 he	 pitched	 his	 tents.	 There	 he	 built	 an	 altar	 to	
the	Lord.	

Sermon	by	Bro	Ngu	Chie	Kieng	
	

Title:	Finding	Joy	in	Tough	Times	(Making	Godly	Decisions)	

Introduction		
It	was	said	that	an	average	adult	makes	35,000	decisions	per	day.		If	we	minus	the	time	when	
we	are	sleeping	and	resting,	that	means	an	average	of	1	–	1.5	decisions	every	second.		Many	
of	those	decisions	are	probably	made	in	our	unconscious	mind	–	decisions	such	as	standing	
up	 to	 sing	 or	 close	 our	 eyes	 to	 pray	 has	 been	 such	 a	 routine	 that	 we	 are	 doing	 them	
subconsciously.	They	are	decisions	nonetheless.		

	
Every	decision	that	we	made	leads	to	an	outcome.		The	outcome	may	or	may	not	be	what	we	
desired.		Either	way,	we	have	to	live	with	the	consequences	of	our	decisions.	As	a	student,	
your	decision	whether	to	do	your	revision	or	not,	may	determine	your	results	or	college	of	
choice.	As	a	young	adult,	your	decision	whether	to	accept	a	 job	offer	may	actually	 lead	to	
finding	your	life	partner	in	the	company	you	work	for.	Your	decision	to	visit	your	doctor	may	
determine	whether	there	is	enough	time	to	treat	your	sickness,	etc.			
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The	decisions	that	we	made	may	have	lasting	consequences	on	our	own	lives,	and	the	lives	of	
others	under	your	care.		If	you	are	a	CEO	of	a	company,	your	decision	may	affect	the	livelihood	
of	 all	 your	 employees.	 Genting	 Berhad,	 for	 example,	 has	 55,000	 employees	 worldwide.	
Malayan	 Banking	 has	 around	 45,000	 employees.	 	 If	 you	 extrapolate	 that	 to	 the	 family	
members	of	these	employees,	the	impact	of	your	decision	magnifies	substantially.			

	
Because	 the	decision	making	 can	be	 such	 a	 critical	 part	 of	 our	 lives,	 researchers	 are	now	
exploring	how	to	help	us	in	our	decision	making.		Artificial	intelligence	and	machine	learning	
are	the	popular	fields	for	students	in	universities	or	even	high	schools.		Would	it	be	possible	
one	day	that	artificial	intelligence	will	be	making	most	of	the	decisions	for	us,	or	would	we	
able	to	delegate	our	most	important	life	decisions	or	most	joyful	life	experiences	to	artificial	
intelligence	or	machine	learning?	

	
A	brief	moment	of	 lapses	can	have	devastating	consequences	of	a	 lifetime.	We	can	make	
thousands	of	right	decisions	but	a	brief	moment	of	lapses	is	enough	to	throw	everything	into	
haywire.	Recently	I	was	told	that	one	of	my	acquaintances	decided	to	make	a	detour	as	he	
was	on	his	way	home.		He	drove	up	to	a	car	park	of	a	building	and	decided	to	jump	down	and	
killed	 himself.	 	 We	 were	 told	 that	 he	 had	 just	 had	 a	 successful	 business	 meeting	 in	 the	
afternoon	and	a	good	staff	meeting	prior	to	that.		A	brief	moment	of	lapses:	decision	to	enter	
the	bar,	or	as	a	police	officer	who	decided	to	whisk	out	his	gun	and	kill	a	helpless	citizen,	or	
decision	to	accept	the	bride	offered,	or	to	accept	a	so-called	donation…	the	list	can	go	on	and	
on.			

	
As	we	live	in	this	unprecedented	time	--	unprecedented	from	our	human	perspective,	but	not	
from	 God’s	 perspective-	 a	 time	 of	 expected	 economic	 recession,	 and	 a	 time	 where	
coronavirus	continue	to	rage	on	in	the	world,	we	need	to	know	how	to	make	good	decisions,	
decisions	that	will	lead	to	life;	decisions	that	will	lead	to	us	experiencing	the	joy	of	the	Lord	
and	 decisions	 that	 will	 bring	 blessing	 and	 not	 curses	 to	 ourselves,	 our	 family	 and	 our	
community	and	beyond.		

	
As	we	peep	into	the	life	of	Abraham	(Abram)	and	Lot,	let	us	explore	how	to	make	good	and	
godly	decisions	all	the	times,	and	especially	during	this	critical	juncture	of	history	of	our	life	–	
decisions	that	you	get	to	enjoy	and	bring	joy	to	you	and	your	family.	As	we	explore	the	story	
of	Abram	and	Lot,	you	will	find	that	the	joy	and	peace	that	you	have	is	due	to	the	decisions	
that	you	made.	Both	Abram	and	Lot	made	some	bad	decisions,	and	you	will	also	find	them	
making	good	decisions	as	well;	decisions	that	later	produced	such	wonderful	commendation	
from	God	and	in	the	annal	of	history.				

	
Seek	First	the	Lord	(vv	3-4,	14,	18)	
Abraham,	the	father	of	faith	in	the	Bible,	made	some	critical	mistakes	in	his	life	too.		We	saw	
in	Chapter	12	that	Abram	decided	to	travel	all	the	way	down	to	Egypt,	instead	of	staying	in	
Canaan	as	God	commanded	him	and	his	deception	in	front	of	the	Egyptian	king	almost	caused	
the	life	of	his	wife	and	his	entourage.		We	will	visit	this	topic	again	later.		

	
In	Chapter	13,	we	saw	Abram	turned	around	and	made	some	good	decisions,	decisions	that	
led	to	good	welfare	for	himself	and	his	clan.		In	v3-4,	Abram	returned	to	Bethel,	a	place	where	
the	altar	of	the	God	is	and	he	called	on	the	name	of	the	Lord.	He	decided	to	seek	the	Lord	first	
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on	what	to	do	as	he	re-enters	the	land.	This	calling	of	the	Lord	at	Bethel	is	a	critical	moment	
in	Abram’s	faith	journey	because	it	leads	on	to	future	events	that	had	huge	consequences	to	
his	life	and	the	promises	that	God	gives	him.		

	
To	cut	the	long	story	short,	when	the	decision	was	needed	on	the	choice	of	place	to	go,	Lot	
decided	to	go	to	Sodom,	and	we	know	from	the	Bible	that	God	eventually	destroyed	Sodom	
and	Gomorrah	 for	 the	 sin	of	 the	city.	 	 Lot’s	wife	died	when	she	 looked	back	 (Gen	19:26).		
Instead	of	Lot	going	through	that	calamity	in	Sodom	and	Gomorrah,	it	could	have	been	Abram.				

	
In	contrast	to	the	earlier	episode	of	his	decision	to	enter	Egypt	(Gen	12:	9-10),	where	Abram	
decided	to	travel	further	south	to	Negev,	and	then	to	Egypt	where	there	was	no	record	of	
Abram	inquiring	of	the	Lord,	here	Abram’s	decision	to	seek	the	Lord	in	Bethel	has	saved	him	
a	lot	of	trouble.			

	
Abram’s	decision	to	seek	the	Lord	first	has	helped	him	to	make	wise	decisions	when	he	was	
confounded	with	troubles.		At	this	time	in	the	Bible,	both	Abram	and	Lot	were	already	wealthy	
with	lots	of	sheep,	livestock,	gold	and	silver.		They	also	have	lots	of	herders	and	workers.		Now	
because	of	limited	resources,	the	staff	are	starting	to	quarrel,	and	fighting	for	territory,	akin	
to	modern	politics	within	the	company.		Their	possessions	were	great	for	the	limited	space	
that	they	have.		Abram	has	to	deal	with	the	new	crisis	that	is	looming,	and	he	decided	to	offer	
Lot	a	proposal	to	split	the	company.		Lot	took	what	he	wanted	and	left.		

	
We	see	that	that	the	Lord	was	pleased	with	Abram	in	the	decisions	that	he	made	in	Chapter	
13	–	how	he	dealt	with	the	crisis	and	the	proposal	that	he	offered	to	his	nephew,	Lot.	This	
was	confirmed	by	the	appearance	of	the	Lord	after	Lot	has	departed.		In	v	14,	the	Lord	spoke	
to	Abram	and	showed	him	the	land	that	he	is	about	to	possess	and	gave	him	instruction	on	
how	to	claim	it	as	his	possession.		The	Lord	also	assured	him	of	the	promises	that	God	has	
made	with	him.			

	
14	The	Lord	said	to	Abram	after	Lot	had	parted	from	him,	“Look	around	from	where	you	are,	
to	the	north	and	south,	to	the	east	and	west.	15	All	the	land	that	you	see	I	will	give	to	you	and	
your	 offspring[a]	forever.	16	I	 will	 make	 your	 offspring	 like	 the	 dust	 of	 the	 earth,	 so	 that	 if	
anyone	could	count	the	dust,	then	your	offspring	could	be	counted.	17	Go,	walk	through	the	
length	and	breadth	of	the	land,	for	I	am	giving	it	to	you.”	

	
Bear	in	mind	that	Abram	was	still	childless	at	this	stage	of	life,	and	he	was	already	advanced	
in	age	(between	age	75	(first	covenant)	to	86	(birth	of	Ismael)	when	God	told	him	that	his	
offspring	will	be	like	the	dust	of	the	earth.		That	encountering	must	be	reassuring	to	Abram.		

	
More	than	that,	Abram	must	be	full	of	joy	as	he	walks	the	length	and	breadth	of	the	land	that	
God	has	given	him	and	his	offspring.		Perhaps	more	than	just	walk,	he	was	probably	leap	and	
run	with	joy	as	he	covers	the	whole	land	that	God	has	provided	him.		

	
Friends,	let	us	remember	to	seek	the	Lord	first	in	all	circumstances.	Proverbs	3:5-6:	Trust	in	
the	Lord	with	all	your	heart	and	lean	not	on	your	own	understanding;	6	in	all	your	ways	submit	
to	him,	and	he	will	make	your	paths	straight.	Matthew	6:33	33	But	seek	first	his	kingdom	and	
his	righteousness,	and	all	these	things	will	be	given	to	you	as	well.		Remember	to	meditate	on	
the	word	of	God	every	moment	of	our	life	because	you	will	be	making	one	decision	in	almost	
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every	second	of	our	life.	With	God	on	your	side	when	you	make	your	decisions,	the	joy	of	the	
Lord	will	be	with	you	every	moment	of	your	life,	in	good	times,	in	bad	times,	for	all	the	times.		
	
Not	by	Sight	(vv.	10-11)	
The	second	important	lesson	is	not	to	make	decisions	based	on	what	we	can	see-	not	by	sight	
alone.			When	Lot	received	the	offer	from	Abram	to	split	the	company,	he	went	out	and	look	
at	the	field.		The	Bible	record	that	he	saw	that	the	whole	plain	of	the	Jordan	toward	Zoar	was	
well	watered,	like	the	garden	of	the	Lord,	like	the	land	of	Egypt.	11	So	Lot	chose	for	himself	the	
whole	plain	of	the	Jordan	and	set	out	toward	the	east.	(vv	10-11)	

	
There	was	no	record	of	Lot	seeking	the	Lord	in	his	decisions.		Instead	he	went	by	what	he	can	
see.		He	went	by	his	experience	–	I	am	sure	Lot	is	quite	an	experience	farmer	by	this	time.		He	
saw	the	area	from	Jordan	toward	Zoar	was	filled	with	greenery,	and	is	well	watered,	then	it	
must	be	good	for	his	herds.		He	picked	what	was	best	in	his	experience,	from	his	own	view,	
and	also	from	his	own	knowledge	and	understanding	that	he	acquired	when	he	was	in	Egypt.		
So	off	he	went	to	the	east,	where	Sodom	and	Gomorrah	is	located.	

	
Little	did	he	know	that	his	decision	would	lead	to	many	problems	in	his	life.	In	chapter	14,	we	
were	told	that	Lot	was	kidnapped	and	robbed	when	the	enemies	came	to	attack	the	city	and	
Abram	has	to	come	and	rescue	Lot.	That	is	only	the	beginning	of	more	troubles	to	come.		

	
Sodom	and	Gomorrah	is	where	the	city	is	located.		As	he	moved	east,	he	and	his	family	were	
influenced	by	the	culture	and	the	lifestyle	of	the	city	that	they	dwell	in.		In	Chapter	19,	Lot	has	
rose	to	be	one	of	the	leaders	of	the	city,	sitting	at	the	gate	of	the	city.		The	corrupt	culture	of	
the	city	eventually	led	to	the	destruction	of	the	city	by	God.		While	Lot	and	family	was	able	to	
escape,	Lot’s	wife	died	during	the	evacuation	because	she	looked	back.		

	
The	tragedy	did	not	just	end	there.		The	moral	decay	of	the	city	has	also	affected	Lot’s	family	
resulting	in	incestuous	relationship	that	Lot	has	with	his	two	daughters.		In	Chapter	19,	37	The	
older	daughter	had	a	son,	and	she	named	him	Moab[g];	he	 is	the	father	of	the	Moabites	of	
today.	38	The	younger	daughter	also	had	a	son,	and	she	named	him	Ben-Ammi[h];	he	 is	 the	
father	of	the	Ammonites[i]	of	today.	The	result	of	the	incestuous	relationship	is	the	emergence	
of	two	tribes	that	will	be	enemies	to	the	Israelites	and	the	descendance	of	Abraham	in	years	
to	come.			

	
Do	 not	 make	 decisions	 based	 on	 our	 own	 sight	 alone,	 nor	 our	 own	 experience	 and	
understanding.		Trust	instead	in	God’s	wisdom	and	guidance.	If	God	is	on	our	side,	we	are	on	
the	winning	side.	Then	you	get	to	enjoy	the	fruits	of	your	decisions.		

		
Stand	Firm	and	Be	Courageous	(Gen	12:10-11)		
To	find	joy	in	tough	times,	we	need	to	stand	firm	and	be	courageous.		Our	God	is	a	faithful	
God,	He	is	everlasting	and	He	is	our	Tower	in	times	of	trouble,	our	strength	in	our	weakness,	
our	healer	in	our	sickness	and	our	provider	in	time	of	need.		If	God	has	given	us	a	promise,	He	
is	faithful	and	will	deliver	in	His	time.		God’s	arm	is	never	to	short	to	do	what	He	wants	for	us.		
He	is	mighty	and	will	fight	for	us.		If	he	has	given	us	a	vision,	pursue	the	vision	and	not	be	
swayed	by	the	circumstances.		
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Abram	was	called	by	God	to	leave	Ur	of	the	Chaldeans	to	go	into	Canaan,	he	was	distracted	
by	the	situation	in	the	area	and	the	other	attractions	along	the	way.		In	Chapter	12,	Abram	
travelled	to	the	Canaan	land	that	God	has	promised	him,	and	in	those	places	he	set	up	altars	
for	 the	Lord.	 	Then	he	was	distracted	and	went	 further	 south	 to	Negev.	 	When	he	was	 in	
Negev,	a	 famine	swept	through	the	 land.	 	Abram	was	 further	distracted	but	the	situation.		
Without	 inquiring	of	 the	 Lord,	Abram	decided	 to	 go	 further	 south	 into	 Egypt.	 	 There,	 the	
problems	started.		Immediately	as	he	decided	to	enter	Egypt	without	the	permission	of	God,	
Abram	does	not	have	the	peace.		He	decided	to	scheme	up	a	plan,	and	told	his	wife	to	cover	
her	identity.		That	proved	to	be	another	big	mistake,	and	almost	got	her	killed,	and	could	have	
also	put	his	own	life	and	the	life	of	the	rest	of	his	entourage	in	jeopardy.		

Although	 Abram	 managed	 to	 escape	 from	 the	 calamity	 and	 the	 wrath	 of	 Pharoah,	 he	
continued	to	suffered	the	consequences	of	his	action.		It	was	in	Egypt	that	he	acquired	his	
Egyptian	maidservant,	Haggar.		Who	would	have	known	that	years	later	Haggar	would	be	the	
cause	of	his	 fall	 from	grace!	 Instead	of	waiting	for	God	to	deliver	on	his	promise	of	a	son,	
Abram	instead	had	a	son,	Ishmael.		To	this	day,	the	descendant	of	Ishmael	continued	to	be	at	
the	heel	of	Israelites,	just	because	Abram	made	a	rash	decision	to	enter	Egypt.		Abram	saw	
the	famine	in	the	land	and	he	let	the	fear	takes	hold	of	him.			

Be	firm	and	courageous.		The	Bible	reminded	many	times	to	be	firm	/strong	/	steadfast	and	
be	 courageous.	 	He	 reminded	 Joshua	 as	 he	 enters	 into	 the	battle	with	his	 enemies.	 	 In	 1	
Corinthians	 16:	 13-14:	 	 13	Be	 on	 your	 guard;	 stand	 firm	in	 the	 faith;	 be	 courageous;	 be	
strong.	14	Do	everything	in	love.	If	God	has	been	true	during	good	times,	isn’t	He	the	same	God	
during	bad	times?	If	God	has	grant	us	a	vision	on	what	Grace	Methodist	Church	should	be	
doing	before	coronavirus,	would	that	vision	suddenly	change	when	coronavirus	hit?	If	God	
has	guided	you	to	pursue	your	calling	in	your	career,	would	that	calling	suddenly	change	when	
the	crisis	happened.					

No,	in	all	these	things	we	are	more	than	conquerors	through	Him	who	loved	us.		We	can	be	
courageous	in	facing	the	challenges	amid	storms,	crisis	or	diseases,	and	we	can	be	assured	
that	if	God	has	revealed	to	us	His	plan	before,	we	can	proceed	with	confidence	knowing	that	
He	will	be	on	our	side.	We	will	be	able	to	overcome	the	storms.	With	God	on	our	side,	every	
mountains	and	hills	can	be	made	low,	every	valley	shall	be	raised	up,	the	rough	ground	shall	
become	level	and	the	rugged	places	a	plain,	so	that	the	Glory	of	the	Lord	may	be	revealed	in	
His	people	(Isa	40:3-5).		

Conclusion	

I	want	to	end	by	looking	at	the	new	testament’s	record	of	Lot.		In	2	Peter	2:7,	Lot	was	hailed	
as	a	righteous	man.		If	Lot	has	made	some	of	the	biggest	mistakes	in	his	life	and	yet	God	call	
him	righteous,	God	will	be	doing	the	same	for	us	if	we	come	back	to	Him.		The	grace	of	God	
is	available	through	the	blood	of	Jesus	Christ	that	was	shed	on	the	cross	for	all	of	us.		In	the	
midst	of	crisis	and	economic	future	that	is	bleak,	fear	not	if	we	are	on	God’s	side.		With	God’s	
help,	God’s	wisdom	and	his	guidance,	we	can	be	confident	 in	making	good	decisions	 if	we	
seek	the	Lord	with	all	our	hearts.		The	Bible	assured	us	that	we	will	find	him	if	we	seek	with	
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all	our	hearts.		With	God	on	our	side,	we	can	enjoy	the	fruits	of	our	decisions	in	good	times	
and	bad.		Our	hope	and	future	is	in	Jesus,	the	author	and	perfecter	of	our	faith.			

In	Jesus’	name,	Amen!		

Closing	Hymn	:	Take	My	Life,	And	Let	It	Be	(UMH	399)	
	
Take	my	life,	and	let	it	be	
consecrated,	Lord,	to	thee.	
Take	my	moments	and	my	days;	
let	them	flow	in	ceaseless	praise.	
Take	my	hands,	and	let	them	move	
at	the	impulse	of	thy	love.	
Take	my	feet,	and	let	them	be	
swift	and	beautiful	for	thee.	
	
Take	my	voice,	and	let	me	sing	
always,	only,	for	my	King.	
Take	my	lips,	and	let	them	be	
filled	with	messages	from	thee.	
Take	my	silver	and	my	gold;	
not	a	mite	would	I	withhold.	
Take	my	intellect,	and	use	
every	power	as	thou	shalt	choose.	
	
Take	my	will,	and	make	it	thine;	
it	shall	be	no	longer	mine.	
Take	my	heart,	it	is	thine	own;	
it	shall	be	thy	royal	throne.	
Take	my	love,	my	Lord,	I	pour	
at	thy	feet	its	treasure-store.	
Take	myself,	and	I	will	be	
ever,	only,	all	for	thee.	
	
Closing	Prayer	(in	unison)	
	

O	Lord,	as	we	close	this	meeting	today	and	go	back	to	our	daily	routines,	we	ask	you	to	watch	
over	us.		Father,	according	to	your	word,	you	have	given	angels	charge	over	us	to	guard	us	in	
all	our	ways.	As	we	 leave	this	platform,	we	know	that	nothing	will,	by	any	means	hurt	us.		
Father,	watch	over	the	words	that	your	servant	has	planted	in	our	hearts.		Let	your	word	take	
root	and	produce	blessings	and	beautiful	things	in	our	lives.		Help	us	to	walk	in	your	love	and	
to	be	attentive	to	your	prompting.	In	Jesus’	name,	we	believe	and	pray,	Amen.	
	
Benediction	by	Bro	Ngu	Chie	Kieng	
	
	

The	Lord	bless	you	and	keep	you;	
The	Lord	make	his	face	to	shine	upon	you	
And	be	gracious	to	you;	
The	Lord	lift	up	his	countenance	upon	you	
And	give	you	peace.	Amen.	
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Church	Announcements:	
	
1.	Church	Reopening	–	Worship	In-Person	

We’re	glad	to	announce	the	church	will	reopen	for	in-person	worship	next	Sunday	(5-7-20).	
As	 there	are	 limited	seating	capacity	 for	worshippers	 to	be	 inside	the	hall,	 the	church	will	
appreciate	worshippers	to	contact	their	respective	Small	Group	leader	or	the	Administration	
office	if	they	wish	to	join	the	next	Sunday	Worship	in	person	and	register	your	name.	
	

The	contact	number	are	as	follows:	
Church	Administration	 Bro	David/Brian	Rajan	 03	40436384	
Small	Group:	 	 	
Setapak		 Bro	Ngu	Chie	Kieng	 016	3220205	
Sentul	1	group	 Bro	Brian	Tan	 016	2270863	
Sentul	2	group	 Bro	Christopher	Cheah	 016	2823598	
PJ/Puchong	 Bro	Tan	Geok	Soon	 019	2000080	
Puchong	South	 Bro	Mak	Lin	Yin	&	Sis.	Wendy	 013	3435929/017	3855077	
SetiaWangsa	 Sis	Kannagi	 012	2585467	
Maundy	Thursdays	 Ps.	SK	Koe	 012	7853357	
Young	Adults	group	 Sis.	Agnes	 016	3098920	
Methodist	Youth	Fellowship	 Sis.	Estelle	 018	2052514	
	
After	you	have	contact	your	respective	Small	group	leaders	or	administration	office,	you	will	
need	 confirmation	 for	 your	 reservation	 to	 attend.	 Please	do	not	 come	 for	 Sunday	 church	
service	without	getting	confirmation.	This	is	to	avoid	misunderstanding	due	to	non-available	
seat	for	you.	We	hope	to	get	worshippers’	understanding	in	this	limitation	as	the	number	of	
Sunday	service	attendees	allow	are	regulated	by	the	authority	at	this	moment	until	further	
notice.	However,	we	assure	worshippers	an	opportunity	to	worship	in	the	month	when	you	
register	accordingly.	
	
2.	Zoom	Platform	Sunday	Service	

The	Zoom	platform	Sunday	Service	will	temporarily	be	halted	in	view	of	the	reopening	of	the	
church	for	 in-person	worship	on	every	Sunday.	However,	the	church	may	do	livestreaming	
through	the	zoom	platform	for	worshippers	who	are	unable	to	join	the	service.	We	will	keep	
everyone	inform	when	this	facility	is	available.		
Kindly	take	note.	
	
3.				Pledge	and	General	Offering	
We	continue	to	encourage	worshippers	to	contribute	generously	to	the	church	offering	even	
though	there	is	no	physical	collection	of	church	offering.	You	may	channel	your	offering	to	
the	following	account	through	online	banking,	cash	or	cheque	deposit:	

Grace	Methodist	Church	Sentul	
Public	Bank	Berhad:	3131820102	

Kindly	indicate	to	Sis	Saw	Chan	after	remittance	of	your	offering	–	012	3566763	or	her	email:	
wsc_jo@yahoo.com		
	
4.			Pastoral	Assistance	or	Counselling	
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Pastor	is	available	to	anyone	who	needs	prayer	or	any	counselling	during	this	MCO	period.	
Feel	free	to	call	him	directly	at	012	7853357.	
	
5.	Masks	For	sale	To	Support	Livelihood.	

	

6.	Enablers	on	duty	next	week	
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Sermon-based	Questions	

1)		Identify	some	of	the	biggest	decisions	that	you	have	made	in	your	life?	How	did	you	make	
those	decisions?	Share	the	outcomes	of	those	decisions.			

2)		If	we	have	to	make	thousands	of	decisions	every	day,	is	it	practical	to	seek	the	Lord	in	every	
decision?	What	are	some	practical	ways	that	we	can	adopt	to	help	us	make	godly	decisions	
every	time?		

3)		Are	there	mistakes	in	your	life	that	you	regret	and	not	able	to	forgive	yourself?	For	the	
mistakes	that	Abraham	has	made	(e.g.	Haggar	&	Ishmael)	or	Lot	(in	Sodom/Gomorrah),	would	
you	have	the	confidence	that	God	is	still	with	you	if	you	were	in	their	shoes?	

4)		If	we	made	bad	or	wrong	decisions,	what	are	some	ways	that	we	can	remedy	our	mistakes?	
What	is	the	prescription	in	the	Bible	(or	God)	for	our	bad	decisions?	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


