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Worship	at	Home	
	

17th	May	2020	
	
	

Opening	Prayer	(in	unison)	
	

Heavenly	Lord,	your	name	is	glorious	and	wonderful.		
Everyone	on	earth	and	heaven	sing	about	your	wondrous	works.		
You	are	the	king	of	all,	and	we	worship	you	today,	our	Lord.		
We	gather	in	your	presence	in	the	unity	of	our	faith	to		
ask	that	you	bless	us	in	this	service.	Without	your	power	and	grace,		
we	can	do	nothing.	We	pray	that	your	glory	continues	to	fill	and		
radiate	within	our	lives	as	worship	you	here.	Let	none	of	us	leave		
this	online	platform	today	empty-handed.	Be	with	us	as	we	dwell		
in	your	presence	now.		
In	Jesus	Name.	Amen.		
	

	
Songs	of	Praise		
	

Sing,	sing,	sing		
Sing,	sing,	sing			
And	make	music	with	the	heavens		
We	will	sing,	sing,	sing		
Grateful	that	You	hear	us		
When	we	shout	your	praise		
Lift	high	the	name	of	Jesus			
	
What's	not	to	love	about	You?		
Heaven	and	earth	adore	You		
Kings	and	kingdoms	bow	down		
Son	of	God,	You	are	the	One		
You	are	the	One	we're	living	for		
	
You	are	the	love	that	frees	us	
You	are	the	light	that	leads	us		
Like	a	fire	burning	Son	of	God,		
You	are	the	one		
You	are	the	one	we're	living	for		
	
Who	Am	I?		
Who	am	I?	That	the	Lord	of	all	the	earth,	
Would	care	to	know	my	name,	would	care	to	feel	my	hurt,	
Who	am	I?	That	the	bright	and	morning	star,	
Would	choose	to	light	the	way,	of	my	ever	wondering	heart,	
Not	because	of	who	I	am,	but	because	of	what	You've	done,	
Not	because	of	what	I've	done,	but	because	of	who	You	are	
	
I	am	a	flower	quickly	fading,		
here	today	and	gone	tomorrow	
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A	wave	tossed	in	the	ocean,		
a	vapor	in	the	wind	
Still	You	hear	me	when	I'm	calling,	
	Lord,	You	catch	me	when	I'm	falling,	
And	you've	told	me	who	I	am,		
I	am	Yours.	
	
Who	am	I?	That	the	eyes	that	see	my	sin,	
Would	look	on	me	with	love,	and	watch	me	rise	again	
Who	am	I?	That	the	voice	that	calmed	the	sea,		
Would	call	out	through	the	rain,	and	calm	the	storm	in	me	
Not	because	of	who	I	am,	but	because	of	what	You've	done	
Not	because	of	what	I've	done,	but	because	of	who	You	are	
	
God,	You're	so	good	
Amazing	love		
that	welcomes	me		
the	kindness	of	mercy	
That	bought	with	blood		
wholeheartedly					
my	soul	undeserving	
	
God,	You're	so	good,	O	God,	You're	so	good	
God,	You're	so	good,	You're	so	good	to	me	
	
Behold	the	cross				
age	to	age					
and	hour	by	hour	
The	dead	are	raised,			
the	sinner	saved					
the	work	of	Your	power	
	
I	am	blessed,	I	am	called,	I	am	healed,	I	am	whole	
I	am	saved	in	Jesus'	name	
Highly	favored,	anointed,	filled	with	Your	power	
For	the	glory	of	Jesus'	name	
I	am	blessed,	I	am	called,	I	am	healed,	I	am	whole	
I	am	saved	in	Jesus'	name	
Highly	favored,	anointed,	filled	with	Your	power	
For	the	glory	of	Jesus'	name	
	
Intercession	Prayer	
	

1. Pray	 against	 the	widespread	of	 Covid-19	 virus	 in	Malaysia	 and	 also	 throughout	 the	
world.	 Pray	 that	 everyone	 will	 continue	 to	 cooperate	 with	 all	 the	 government	
initiatives	to	practice	social	distancing	and	preventing	further	mass	infection.	
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2. Pray	for	protection	of	our	front	liners	who	are	facing	the	infected	patients	and	doing	
testing	on	potential	cases.	Keep	them	healthy	and	uplift	their	spirit	as	they	serve	the	
nation	in	their	respective	roles.	

3. Pray	for	God	to	grant	wisdom	to	our	national	leaders	as	they	decide	in	every	step	to	
counter	this	health	crises	while	also	solving	the	economic	crisis	at	hand.	

4 Pray	 for	 God	 to	 pave	 the	way	 forward	 for	 churches	 to	 gather	 again.	 Pray	 that	 the	
Government	 will	 be	 able	 to	 devise	 SOP	 that	 can	 be	 suitably	 implement	 for	 the	
convenience	of	religious	worship.	
		

End	the	Intercession	with	the	Lord’s	Prayer:	
	

Our	Father,	who	art	in	heaven,	
hallowed	be	thy	name;	
thy	kingdom	come;	
thy	will	be	done;	
on	earth	as	it	is	in	heaven.	
Give	us	this	day	our	daily	bread.	
And	forgive	us	our	trespasses,	
as	we	forgive	those	who	trespass	against	us.	
And	lead	us	not	into	temptation;	
but	deliver	us	from	evil.	
For	thine	is	the	kingdom,	
the	power	and	the	glory,	
for	ever	and	ever.	
Amen.	

	

Hymn	of	Preparation	–	He	Leadeth	Me:	O	Blessed	Thought			UMH	128	

	
He	leadeth	me:	O	blessed	thought!		
O	words	with	heavenly	comfort	fraught!	
Whate’er	I	do,	where’er	I	be,		
still	tis	His	hand	that	leadeth	me.	
	
(Chorus)	
He	leadeth	me,	He	leadeth	me,		
By	His	own	hand	He	leadeth	me;	
His	faithful	follower	I	would	be,	
For	by	His	hand	He	leadeth	me.	
	
Sometimes	mid	scenes	of	deepest	gloom,		
sometimes	where	Eden’s	bowers	bloom,	
By	waters	still,	o’er	troubled	sea,		
still	His	hand	that	leadeth	me.	
	
Lord,	I	would	clasp	Thy	hand	in	mine,	
Nor	ever	murmur	nor	repine;	
Content,	whatever	lot	I	see,	
Since	tis	my	God	that	leadeth	me.	
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And	my	task	on	earth	is	done,	
When	by	Thy	grace	the	victory’s	won,	
E’en	death’s	cold	wave	I	will	not	flee,	
Since	God	through	Jordan	leadeth	me.	
	
Scripture	Readings:	Leviticus	25:	8-17,	23-28,	39-41		
	

Leviticus	25:	8-17		
8.	‘Count	off	seven	sabbaths	of	years—seven	times	seven	years—so	that	the	seven	sabbaths	
of	 years	 amount	 to	 a	 period	 of	 forty-nine	 years.	 9.	 Then	 have	 the	 trumpet	 sounded	
everywhere	on	 the	 tenth	day	of	 the	seventh	month;	on	 the	Day	of	Atonement	sound	 the	
trumpet	 throughout	 your	 land.	 10.	 Consecrate	 the	 fiftieth	 year	 and	 proclaim	 liberty	
throughout	the	land	to	all	its	inhabitants.	It	shall	be	a	jubilee	for	you;	each	one	of	you	is	to	
return	to	his	family	property	and	each	to	his	own	clan.	11.	The	fiftieth	year	shall	be	a	jubilee	
for	you;	do	not	sow	and	do	not	reap	what	grows	of	itself	or	harvest	the	untended	vines.		12.	
For	it	is	a	jubilee	and	is	to	be	holy	for	you;	eat	only	what	is	taken	directly	from	the	fields.	13.	
“	‘In	this	Year	of	Jubilee	everyone	is	to	return	to	his	own	property.	14.	“‘If	you	sell	 land	to	
one	of	your	countrymen	or	buy	any	from	him,	do	not	take	advantage	of	each	other.	15.	You	
are	to	buy	from	your	countryman	on	the	basis	of	the	number	of	years	since	the	Jubilee.	And	
he	is	to	sell	to	you	on	the	basis	of	the	number	of	years	left	for	harvesting	crops.	16.	When	
the	years	are	many,	you	are	to	increase	the	price,	and	when	the	years	are	few,	you	are	to	
decrease	the	price,	because	what	he	is	really	selling	you	is	the	number	of	crops.	17.	Do	not	
take	advantage	of	each	other,	but	fear	your	God.	I	am	the	LORD	your	God.	
Leviticus	25:	23-28	
23.	“‘The	land	must	not	be	sold	permanently,	because	the	land	is	mine	and	you	are	but	aliens	
and	 my	 tenants.	 24.	 Throughout	 the	 country	 that	 you	 hold	 as	 a	 possession,	 you	 must	
provide	for	the	redemption	of	the	land.	25.	“‘If	one	of	your	countrymen	becomes	poor	and	
sells	some	of	his	property,	his	nearest	relative	is	to	come	and	redeem	what	his	countryman	
has	sold.	26.	If,	however,	a	man	has	no	one	to	redeem	it	for	him	but	he	himself	prospers	and	
acquires	sufficient	means	to	redeem	it,	27.	he	is	to	determine	the	value	for	the	years	since	
he	sold	it	and	refund	the	balance	to	the	man	to	whom	he	sold	it;	he	can	then	go	back	to	his	
own	 property.	 28.	 But	 if	 he	 does	 not	 acquire	 the	means	 to	 repay	 him,	what	 he	 sold	will	
remain	 in	 the	possession	of	 the	buyer	 until	 the	 Year	 of	 Jubilee.	 It	will	 be	 returned	 in	 the	
Jubilee,	and	he	can	then	go	back	to	his	property.			
Leviticus	25:	39-41	
39.	“‘If	one	of	your	countrymen	becomes	poor	among	you	and	sells	himself	to	you,	do	not	
make	him	work	as	a	slave.	40.	He	is	to	be	treated	as	a	hired	worker	or	a	temporary	resident	
among	you;	he	is	to	work	for	you	until	the	Year	of	Jubilee.	41.	Then	he	and	his	children	are	
to	be	released,	and	he	will	go	back	to	his	own	clan	and	to	the	property	of	his	forefathers.		
	
THIS	IS	THE	WORD	OF	GOD	
THANKS	BE	TO	GOD	
	
Sermon	by	Rev	SK	Koe	
	

Jubilee	Year:	Returning	Our	Belonging	to	the	Lord	
	

Text:	Leviticus	25:	8-17,	23-28,	39-41	
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Introduction	
How	wonderful	 it	will	 be	 if	we	 could	 reset	 the	 time	of	 our	 life	 and	 go	back	 to	where	we	
started,	 just	as	we	wish	this	year	didn’t	come	for	what	we	are	suffering	both	economic	&	
mentally	during	this	pandemic	season.	We	know	we	have	done	many	things	not	right,	we	
have	made	bad	decisions,	we	have	messed	things	up	in	the	past	–	and	so	we	wish,	we	could	
have	another	opportunity	to	make	it	right	again.	This	is	why	we	often	see,	seemingly	many	
“U-turn	 signs”	 along	 our	 path	 life	 telling	 us	 to	 turn	 the	 other	 way,	 and	 we	 didn’t,	 and	
somehow,	we	got	lost	in	life.	I	always	wonder	why	some	gadgets	or	even	our	computer	had	
that	 reset	 button,	 and	 perhaps,	 so	 we	 can	 override	 the	 bugs,	 the	 erratic	 response	 or	 to	
overcome	 the	 slow	 motion	 of	 certain	 function	 and	 to	 speed	 it	 up.	 A	 reset	 button	 will	
definitely	do	us	good	and	we	wish	this	is	possible	for	life	too	if	we	have	that	special	button	
in	life	at	our	disposal.	
The	 bible	 tells	 us	 this	morning	 the	 Israelites	 had	 that	 opportunity	 of	 resetting	 their	 lives	
again	 and	 it	 comes	with	 acknowledgment	 of	 God’s	 sovereignty.	 God	 knows	 the	mistakes	
man	made,	the	wrong	turns	we	take	and	we	often	go	off	the	designated	path,	tangent	off	
somewhere	else!	Therefore,	God	has	provided	a	way	back	for	the	Israelites	to	return	where	
they	started	or	where	they	got	off	at	the	wrong	track.	He	allows	them	to	go	back	to	ground	
zero,	and	to	square	back	to	one;	to	the	basics	again.	
This	 provision	 is	 known	 as	 the	 Jubilee	 Year	 based	 on	 Leviticus	 25.	 Now,	 in	 the	 Israelites’	
history,	the	Jubilee	Year	is	the	fiftieth	year	of	the	nation	anniversary.	It	is	calculated	based	
on	seven	years	of	succession	or	cycle	for	seven	times	till	the	forty	ninth	(49th)	year	and	the	
following	year,	the	fiftieth	(50th)	year	 is	that	Jubilee	year.	We	often	commemorate	Jubilee	
50th	 year	 anniversary	 for	 entities,	 and	 what	 it	 really	 means	 is	 that	 it	 is	 a	 great	 time	 of	
celebration,	joy	and	triumph	for	everyone.	In	the	ancient	Israel,	trumpets	made	from	rams’	
horns	will	be	blown	and	sounded	to	be	heard	across	the	land	of	Israel	heralding	the	year	of	
Jubilee.	
So,	 if	 you	can	visualize,	 it	was	an	amazing	event	 for	 the	 Israelites	and	probably,	 the	most	
joyous	occasion	for	them.	What	really	happens	on	this	fiftieth	(50th)	year?	This	is	where	God	
directed	them	in	Leviticus	25:	8-12:	
“8	Count	 off	 seven	 Sabbath	 years—seven	 times	 seven	 years—so	 that	 the	 seven	 Sabbath	
years	 amount	 to	 a	 period	 of	 forty-nine	 years.	9	Then	 have	 the	 trumpet	sounded	
everywhere	on	the	tenth	day	of	the	seventh	month;	on	the	Day	of	Atonement	sound	the	
trumpet	 throughout	 your	 land.	10	Consecrate	 the	 fiftieth	 year	 and	 proclaim	
liberty	throughout	the	land	to	all	its	inhabitants.	It	shall	be	a	jubilee	for	you;	each	of	you	is	
to	 return	 to	 your	 family	 property	and	 to	 your	 own	 clan.	 11	The	 fiftieth	 year	 shall	 be	 a	
jubilee	for	you;	do	not	sow	and	do	not	reap	what	grows	of	itself	or	harvest	the	untended	
vines.	12	For	it	is	a	jubilee	and	is	to	be	holy	for	you;	eat	only	what	is	taken	directly	from	the	
fields.	13	In	this	Year	of	Jubilee	everyone	is	to	return	to	their	own	property.”		
So,	every	fiftieth	(50th)	year	is	to	be	hallowed	or	consecrated	as	the	Jubilee	Year.	It	is	a	year	
when	everyone	returns	to	his	family	property	and	to	his	clan.	It	is	an	opportunity	to	start	all	
over	again.	And	this	is	how	it	works;	
There	are	basically	two	(2)	 instructions	to	be	strictly	follow	(but	probably	more)	 leading	to	
the	Year	of	Jubilee:	
1. Land	transactions;	ultimately,	with	all	lands	returning	to	the	‘original	owner’.	
We	see	Leviticus	25:	14-17	giving	the	guidelines	for	the	sale	and	purchase	of	land	leading	to	
the	Jubilee	Year:	
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“14	If	 you	 sell	 land	 to	 any	 of	 your	 own	 people	 or	 buy	 land	 from	 them,	 do	 not	 take	
advantage	 of	 each	 other.	15	You	 are	 to	 buy	 from	 your	 own	 people	 on	 the	 basis	 of	 the	
number	of	years	since	the	Jubilee.	And	they	are	to	sell	to	you	on	the	basis	of	the	number	of	
years	left	for	harvesting	crops.	16	When	the	years	are	many,	you	are	to	increase	the	price,	
and	when	the	years	are	few,	you	are	to	decrease	the	price,	because	what	 is	really	being	
sold	to	you	is	the	number	of	crops.	17	Do	not	take	advantage	of	each	other,	but	fear	your	
God.	I	am	the	LORD	your	God.”	
So,	we	are	told	the	price	of	land	for	sale	and	purchase	transactions	be	based	on	the	number	
of	years	remaining	before	the	Jubilee	Year	begin.	A	buyer	should	buy	at	a	reduced	price	if	
the	Jubilee	Year	was	near	because	ultimately	it	will	return	to	the	original	owner	soon,	and	
on	the	other	hand,	if	the	Jubilee	Year	is	still	far	off,	the	land	should	be	priced	more	or	worth	
more	because	it	has	a	longer	prospect	from	the	Jubilee	Year.	This	prospect	in	terms	of	value	
is	however	also	impacted	by	the	number	(amount)	of	crops	he	can	harvest	as	it	approaches	
to	the	50th	year	where	nothing	can	be	harvested.	
This	above	understanding	is	very	much	similar	to	our	current	system	of	leasehold	property	
with	99	years	duration	period.	After	99	years	expired,	either	the	government	takes	it	back	
from	the	 last	owner	or	allow	another	extension	of	 leasehold	period	with	some	cost.	So,	 if	
the	property	is	nearer	to	the	end	of	its	leasehold	period	it	will	probably	cost	less	while	those	
that	still	had	a	long	leasehold	period	the	value	remains	higher.	
In	 an	 economy	 with	 rich	 and	 poor	 living	 side	 by	 side,	 the	 Lord	 has	 also	 looked	 into	 the	
interest	of	particularly	the	poor	ones	who	had	no	choice	but	to	sell	their	land	due	to	poverty	
and	 for	 survival	 sake.	 We	 see	 in	 Leviticus	 25:	 25-28	 listed	 for	 us	 another	 ‘mechanics’	
(guideline)	to	follow	in	assisting	such	poor	Israelites:	
“If	 one	 of	 your	 fellow	 Israelites	 becomes	 poor	 and	 sells	 some	 of	 their	 property,	 their	
nearest	relative	is	to	come	and	redeem	what	they	have	sold.	26	If,	however,	there	is	no	one	
to	redeem	it	for	them	but	later	on	they	prosper	and	acquire	sufficient	means	to	redeem	it	
themselves,	27	they	are	to	determine	the	value	for	the	years	since	they	sold	 it	and	refund	
the	 balance	 to	 the	 one	 to	 whom	 they	 sold	 it;	 they	 can	 then	 go	 back	 to	 their	 own	
property.	28	But	 if	 they	do	not	acquire	 the	means	 to	 repay,	what	was	sold	will	 remain	 in	
the	possession	of	the	buyer	until	the	Year	of	Jubilee.	It	will	be	returned	in	the	Jubilee,	and	
they	can	then	go	back	to	their	property.”	
So,	we	have	God’s	instituting	an	economy	with	a	provision	of	a	redeemer	helping	the	poor,	
and	 the	property	 can	be	 redeemed	by	a	 close	 relative,	 if	necessary.	However,	 if	 the	poor	
would	 to	buy	back	 the	 land	 later,	he	can	buy	back	at	a	discounted	price	valued	based	on	
leftover	years	to	the	Jubilee	Year,	just	to	be	fair	to	the	poor	who	had	previously	sold	out	of	
poverty	circumstances.	We	can	see	the	rules	of	economic	transactions	here	is	thoughtfully	
planned	out	to	help	the	poor.	But	 in	present	times,	this	may	not	the	case	as	the	property	
follows	 the	market	 value	 and	 nobody	would	 want	 to	 sell	 their	 property	 below	what	 the	
market	can	offer	them.	
While	the	land	transactions	had	factored	in	the	poor	in	their	midst,	there	are	those	who	are	
in	a	more	precarious	position,	which	leads	me	to	the	second	instruction	given:	
2. Slaves	welfare	–	with	ultimately	all	slaves	will	be	liberated	to	freedom	in	Jubilee	Year.	
The	second	most	important	instruction	during	the	Jubilee	year,	the	slaves	in	the	midst	of	the	
community	 will	 be	 liberated	 and	 allow	 to	 return	 back	 to	 their	 families,	 and	 God	 clearly	
commanded	in	Leviticus	25:	39-41	as	follows:	
“39	If	any	of	your	 fellow	 Israelites	become	poor	and	sell	 themselves	 to	you,	do	not	make	
them	work	 as	 slaves.	40	They	 are	 to	 be	 treated	 as	 hired	workers	or	 temporary	 residents	
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among	 you;	 they	 are	 to	 work	 for	 you	 until	 the	 Year	 of	 Jubilee.	41	Then	 they	 and	 their	
children	are	to	be	released,	and	they	will	go	back	to	their	own	clans	and	to	the	property	of	
their	 ancestors.	42	Because	 the	 Israelites	 are	 my	 servants,	 whom	 I	 brought	 out	 of	
Egypt,	they	must	not	be	sold	as	slaves.	43	Do	not	 rule	over	 them	ruthlessly,	but	 fear	your	
God.”	
So,	there	are	those	who	became	slaves	because	they	had	to	sell	themselves	out	of	extreme	
poverty	to	work	for	others,	and	these	people	could	not	serve	for	more	than	49	years	to	be	
exact.	When	the	Jubilee	Year	came,	they	are	set	free	so	that	they	(and	their	children)	can	
return	to	their	families	and	clan;	and	their	slavery	service	ends.	
Just	by	looking	at	the	above	instructions	given	under	strict	commands	of	God,	now	we	can	
see	why	 the	 Year	 of	 Jubilee	was	 a	 special	 year	 for	 the	people	 of	 Israel.	 It	was	 a	 time	 for	
everything	to	reset	to	its	original	condition;	back	to	ground	zero	and	back	to	the	beginning.	
Now,	why	the	Jubilee	after	all?	This	is	bizarre	or	strange	law	by	today’s	context.	In	another	
word,	why	did	God	put	such	laws	in	place?	
I	believe	it	was	to	give	the	Israelites	an	opportunity	to	start	all	over	again.	Some	could	have	
fallen	into	bad	times	and	had	to	sell	his	land.	Some	could	have	made	bad	decisions,	and	lost	
everything.	 Some	 became	 so	 poor	 they	 had	 to	 sell	 themselves	 to	 survive	 and	 end	 up	 as	
slaves	to	others.	If	they	remain	in	such	circumstances	and	there	is	no	provision,	the	cycle	of	
hardships	and	poverty	will	continue	for	the	rest	of	their	lives.	They	will	have	nothing	to	look	
forward;	 pessimism	 will	 overwhelm	 them	 forever.	 But	 it	 is	 now	 most	 hopeful	 for	 the	
Israelite	and	his	family,	for	the	next	Jubilee	Year,	the	precious	land	he	gave	up,	and/or	the	
freedom	he	 lost	would	come	back	to	him.	How	wonderful	 for	 the	 Israelites;	how	caring	 is	
their	God!	
Now,	God	is	emphasizing	two	(2)	truths	behind	to	the	Israelites	when	He	sets	these	laws	in	
place	in	the	context	of	the	Israelites’	economy:	

(i) The	land	belongs	to	God.	
The	key	 verse	here	 is	 in	 verse	23,	“The	 land	must	not	be	 sold	permanently,	because	 the	
land	is	mine	and	you	reside	in	my	land	as	foreigners	and	strangers.”	Therefore,	whatever	
transactions	the	Israelites	made	among	themselves,	the	land	concern	is	never	permanently	
theirs,	and	it	belongs	to	their	Lord,	the	real	owner.	God	makes	it	clear	as	a	reminder	that	He	
is	after	all	the	ultimate	owner,	for	he	had	gave	land	to	the	different	tribes	(12	altogether)	or	
the	different	clans	and	different	families.	So,	whenever	they	change	hands	on	the	land,	they	
must	remember	God	as	the	actual	true	owner	of	the	land	they	bought	or	sell.	He,	not	buyers	
or	sellers	decides	who	should	own	the	land.	All	 lands	at	the	end	of	49th	year	revert	to	the	
original	owners	for	which	God	was	the	one	who	had	decided.	In	another	word,	all	the	land	
they	possess	is	on	‘temporary	custody’	though	they	can	do	whatever	to	it.	

(ii) The	people	belongs	to	God.	
In	addition,	while	the	land	belongs	to	God,	people	also	belong	to	the	Lord!	God	values	each	
individual	and	He	especially	valued	the	poor	and	needy.	We	are	told	in	the	text	twice:	
V.14	&	17	…	do	not	 take	advantage	of	each	other	–	NLT:	“Show	your	 fear	of	God	by	not	
taking	advantage	of	each	other.	 I	am	the	Lord	your	God.”	 	So,	we	have	a	God	who	cares	
about	their	 relationships	and	how	they	treat	one	another	because	they	all	belong	to	Him.	
He	 values	 them	and	 show	 it	 forth	 in	His	 instructions	 to	 them.	 That	 is	why	 at	 the	end,	 all	
slaves	 who	 had	 served	 others	 get	 a	 liberating	 moment	 in	 life	 and	 return	 back	 to	 their	
families	or	clan.	One	may	own	the	service	of	the	slaves	but	not	their	lives	forever	as	they	all	
belong	to	the	Lord.	
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Thus,	 the	 Jubilee	 Year	 is	 an	 amazing	 year	 for	 the	 Israelites	 for	 they	 acknowledged	 the	
sovereignty	of	God	in	their	lives.	The	people	recognized	the	land	as	belonging	to	the	Lord	by	
returning	 the	 lands	 they	had	bought	 to	 the	original	owner,	and	 likewise,	 the	slaves	under	
their	 authority	 they	 know	 it	 is	 not	 for	 themselves	 but	 belongs	 to	 the	 Lord,	 therefore	
liberating	them	to	their	loved	ones.	
Principles	of	Jubilee	Year	for	us	today	
In	today’s	context,	what	would	you	think	are	the	things	you	owned	that	belong	to	the	Lord?	
But	before	you	can	think	of	what	belongs	to	the	Lord,	you	will	need	to	recognize	what	the	
Lord	has	given	to	you	in	this	life	graciously.	
Now,	the	principle	behind	the	Jubilee	Year	is	that	we	take	back	what	belongs	to	us,	and	we	
give	back	what	no	longer	belong	to	us.	In	so	doing,	we	are	able	to	clear	all	debts,	close	all	
accounts	 and	 begin	 again	 on	 a	 clean	 slate.	 (Sounds	 like	 accounting	 principle!	But	we	 are	
resetting	everything!)	
Though	we	no	longer	observe	the	Jubilee	Year	today	in	the	way	it	was	instituted	in	Leviticus,	
but	 I	believe	 the	principle	 is	 still	 applicable	 to	us	 -	We	can	go	back	 to	 the	beginning,	 and	
start	over	under	God’s	grace.	You	may	ask	how!	We	can	simply	by	giving	back	what	does	not	
belong	to	us,	and	again,	simply	taking	back	what	does	belong	to	us.	This	is	a	spiritual	fact	for	
Christians	to	understand	and	work	on	it.	
In	that	sense,	I	would	say	the	Jubilee	Year	is	about	ownership:	who	owns	what?	And	if	we	
would	to	do	an	analysis,	we	don’t	really	own	anything.	Everything	we	had	belongs	to	God	–	
He	 owns	 it	 all	 because	 all	 things	 comes	 from	 the	 Lord.	 Yet,	 in	 another	 sense,	 we	 take	
ownership	 of	 what	 God	 commits	 into	 our	 care.	We	 are	 not	 owners	 as	 per	 say,	 but	 now	
stewards	for	Him	in	the	things	the	Lord	had	given	us.		
Nevertheless,	 the	wonderful	 idea	about	ownership	 is	 this:	when	we	assume	responsibility	
for	the	things	we	owned,	we	can	do	something	good	to	it,	and	when	the	time	come,	we	are	
ever	 glad	 to	 give	 back	 to	 God.	 And	 why	 is	 it	 so;	 this	 is	 because	 there	 will	 always	 be	
something	 good	 happening	 in	 our	 life	when	we	 chose	 to	 operate	 under	 God’s	 economic	
principles	which	we	saw	how	it	is	done	in	Leviticus.		
God	 expects	 us	 to	 take	 care	 of	 what	 He	 gives	 us.	 He	 may	 give	 us	 something	 seemingly	
imperfect,	but	God	expects	us	to	assume	responsibility	over	it;	we	are	to	take	care	of	it	well,	
so	we	groom	it,	we	make	it	grow,	we	nourish	it,	and	consequently,	we	can	be	sure	that	thing	
will	become	something	different	than	before,	in	many	ways	beautiful	or	useful	as	the	Lord	
wants	 it	to	be.	And	the	best	part	 is	that	when	the	time	comes,	we	gladly	return	it	back	to	
the	Lord	and	receive	His	approval.	Ultimately,	though	we	had	to	give	back	what	belongs	to	
the	Lord,	we	are	giving	back	in	a	way	that	glorifies	His	name.	
Application	of	Jubilee	Principles	in	life	
Let	us	now	apply	the	principles	of	Jubilee	to	two	really	important	matters	in	our	lives.	
What	does	it	mean	when	we	say	the	land	belongs	to	the	Lord	in	our	present	context?	And	
what	do	we	mean	when	we	 say	 the	people	belong	 to	 the	 Lord?	We	ask	ourselves	earlier	
what	are	the	things	that	belongs	to	the	Lord	and	we	agreed	all	things	come	from	the	Lord	
for	He	had	graciously	given	to	us.	Two	good	examples:	

a) The	Material	things	in	our	life	–	Money	and	Properties	=	‘land’	
Today,	many	of	 us	 do	not	 own	 land	except	 for	 some!	But	 all	 of	 us	 own	 something:	 Bank	
accounts,	 a	 house	 or	 condominium	 or	 apartment,	 cars,	 and	 other	 items	 such	 as	 hand	
phones,	computers,	audio	video	equipment,	jewelries,	beautiful	furniture,	and	so	forth.	
In	 the	 Leviticus	27,	we	are	 told	 later	 that	 the	 Israelites	are	 commanded	 to	 tithe	 for	what	
they	gained	 from	 the	 land	 they	owned,	which	basically	 in	 an	agrarian	 society	 that	will	 be	
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their	income.	Verse	30,	read	this	way,	NLT:	“One-tenth	of	the	produce	of	the	land,	whether	
grain	from	the	fields	or	fruit	from	the	trees,	belongs	to	the	Lord	and	must	be	set	apart	to	
him	as	holy.”	Now,	 this	 so-called	 ten	percent	or	one-tenth	 tithe	 is	 in	 recognition	of	what	
they	received	from	the	land	which	belongs	to	the	Lord	but	in	actual	fact,	they	are	saying	all	
of	 it	 belongs	 to	 the	 Lord	 since	God	 is	 the	one	who	gives	 growth	 to	 the	harvest	 and	gave	
them	energy	&	ability	to	work	on	their	land.	
However,	for	most	of	us,	we	do	not	toil	land,	we	have	our	income	coming	in	to	us	one	way	
or	another,	and	it	is	so	easy	to	give	back	to	God	a	portion	what	we	have	agreed	in	our	heart	
with	the	Lord.	Now,	I	don’t	mean	to	turn	today	sermon	into	a	pledge	Sunday	sermon,	but	
we	always	had	to	asked	what	belongs	to	the	Lord,	and	how	are	we	returning	back	to	God.	
There	are	many	ways	to	give	back	to	the	Lord	besides	monies	and	we	are	to	examine	it	 in	
the	context	of	understanding	the	Jubilee	Year	as	returning	back	what	belongs	the	Lord.	So,	
what	areas	we	have	withhold	back	so	tightly	especially	 in	terms	of	material	things,	we	are	
not	ready	for	an	exchange	with	the	Lord?	While	God	is	ever	willing	to	give	us,	instead	we	are	
not	 ready	 to	 return	what	 belongs	 to	 Him.	 Are	 there	 such	 belongings	with	 us	we	 are	 not	
ready	to	return	back	to	God?	

b) People	that	belongs	to	the	Lord	–	Our	Children!	Our	Relationships!	
What	about	the	people	that	really	belongs	to	the	Lord	 in	our	 life,	and	we	are	to	return	to	
the	Lord	in	present	context.	For	the	Israelites	are	asked	to	liberate	their	slaves	under	their	
authority	 in	 the	 Jubilee	 Year,	we	 have	 also	God-given	 children	 that	 is	 under	 our	 parental	
authority	to	consider.	This	reminds	me	how	those	who	are	married,	a	child	or	children	they	
have	by	their	side	for	a	while	and	they	finally	go	their	separate	ways	as	they	grew	up	and	
become	independent	adults.	There	will	always	come	a	time	we	have	to	release	them,	and	
what	better	sense,	than	to	release	them	back	to	the	Lord	as	per	say!	
A	book	I	read	in	the	past	once	said,	while	our	husbands	or	wives	are	‘freehold’;	 in	another	
word,	they	don’t	really	expire	to	be	with	us	in	this	life,	our	children	are	really	‘leasehold’;	for	
they	 don’t	 stay	 by	 our	 side	 forever;	 some	 leave	 earlier	 during	 their	 tertiary	 studies	 and	
never	to	return	to	be	with	us	(yes!	they	do	come	back	occasionally	but	it	will	never	be	the	
same	as	before!).	To	 that,	our	spouses	we	have	 till	death	do	us	part,	but	our	children	we	
have	will	leave	home	ultimately	when	they	are	old	enough.	
While	letting	go	our	children	is	one	tough	decision	for	many	parents,	especially	when	we	are	
so	close	with	them,	but	we	need	to	recognize	they	are	on	‘leased’	to	us	only	for	a	time.	In	
fact,	 our	 spouses	will	 also	 have	 to	 be	 surrendered	 back	 to	 the	 Lord	 one	 day	 because	 all	
marriages	vow	clearly	stated	that	‘till	death	do	us	part”.		
So,	as	it	is	true	for	our	children	and	spouses,	we	return	them	back	to	God,	likewise	in	many	
relationships	 too	 we	 go	 through	 have	 that	 same	 process	 of	 surrendering;	 e.g.	 student	
commitment	 to	 teachers,	 church	 members	 commitment	 to	 the	 church,	 the	 pastor	 and	
leaders	(they	come	and	go	very	often),	or	our	close	friendships	commitment,	and	so	forth.	
We	 don’t	 really	 get	 to	 keep	 all	 our	 relationships,	 for	 the	 people	 belong	 to	 the	 Lord	 and	
therefore,	while	the	opportunity	avails	for	us,	we	will	need	to	take	ownership	and	assume	
responsibility	for	them.	Make	it	count	while	they	belong	to	us	and	be	glad	when	we	return	
them	back	to	the	Lord.	
Conclusion	
Finally,	jubilee	is	about	returning	our	‘belonging’	to	the	Lord.	We	celebrate	the	Jubilee	Year	
in	 spiritual	 sense	 by	 returning	 things	 and	 people	 to	 the	 Lord.	 In	 this	MCO	 period,	 many	
would	 have	 lost	 somethings,	 and	 even	 for	 those	 who	 lost	 their	 job,	 we	 can	 count	 it	 as	
returning	back	to	God	for	what	we	 lost,	because	 it	was	God	who	had	given	 it	 to	us	 in	the	
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first	place;	and	all	we	need	to	do	is	just	‘reset	the	button’;	taking	what	the	Lord	will	give	us	
next.	 Though	we	may	have	 to	 restart	 again,	with	new	environment	and	maybe	even	at	 a	
lower	 salary,	God	has	given	us	 this	new	start	 that	matters;	 a	 reset	of	new	career	 in	Him.	
Nothing	is	lost,	for	all	things	will	one	day	return	to	where	they	should	be	and	all	settings	will	
be	restored	to	the	original	plan	as	God	intended	to	be.		
Now,	probably	many	of	us	has	also	forgotten	the	life	we	had	too	in	Christ	is	totally	new,	for	
our	old	life	is	buried	with	Christ,	we	have	surrender	our	lives	to	Him,	and	the	new	life	enjoy	
now	is	under	His	grace.	Paul	would	say:	“…	if	anyone	is	in	Christ,	he	is	a	new	creature;	the	
old	things	passed	away;	behold,	new	things	have	come.”	(2	Cor.	5:17).	So	again,	in	spiritual	
sense,	 Christ	 has	 reset	 our	 life	 to	 a	 ‘new	 life	 in	 Christ’,	 to	 a	 new	 hope,	 just	 like	 for	 the	
Israelites,	but	this	time	is	for	eternity.	My	wish	for	everyone	is	that	we	be	triumphant	in	this	
difficult	season,	for	what	we	have	willingly	release	back	to	the	Lord	what	is	no	longer	ours,	
and	we	will	joyfully	receive	from	the	Lord	what	is	now	ours.		Let	us	celebrate	and	heed	the	
Jubilee	call,	showing	forth	whether	in	surrender	or	stewardship,	we	will	truly	recognize	that	
all	things,	and	all	people,	belong	to	our	Lord.	Amen.	
	
Closing	Hymn	-	Lead	on,	O	King	Eternal			UMH	580	
	

Lead	on,	O	King	Eternal,	the	day	of	march	has	come;	
Hence-	in	fields	of	conquest	thy	tents	shall	be	our	home.	
Through	days	of	preparation	thy	grace	has	made	us	strong;	
And	now,	O	King	eternal,	we	lift	our	battle	song.	
	
Lead	on,	O	King	Eternal,	till	sin’s	fierce	war	shall	cease,	
And	holiness	shall	whisper	the	sweet	Amen	of	peace.	
For	not	with	swirds	loud	clashing,	nor	roll	of	stirring	drums;	
With	deeds	of	love	and	mercy	the	Heavenly	Kingdom	comes.	
	
Lead	on,	O	King	Eternal,	we	follow,	not	with	fears,	
For	gladness	breaks	like	morning	where’er	thy	face	appears	
For	thy	cross	is	lifted	o’er	us,	we	journey	in	its	light;	
The	crown	awaits	the	conquest;	lead	on	O	God	of	might.			
	

	
Closing	Prayer	(in	Unison)	
We	bless	 you	 our	 Father	 and	 the	 lifter	 up	 of	 our	 head	 for	 today	worship.	 Thank	 you	 for	
ministering	to	us	and	for	your	comfort	in	this	morning	service.	We	pray	Lord	that	the	peace	
of	your	presence	will	never	depart	from	us.	Bless	us	as	we	go	forth,	and	let	your	love	be	our	
joy	for	the	days	ahead	till	we	meet	again.	
	

Benediction	by	Pastor	
Now,	May	the	Lord	bless	you,	and	keep	you,	the	Lord	make	His	face	shine	upon	you,	and	be	
gracious	to	you:	The	Lord	lift	up	His	countenance	upon	you	and	give	you	peace.	Amen.	
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Church	Announcements:	
	

1. Pledge	and	General	Offering	
We	 continue	 to	 encourage	 worshippers	 to	 contribute	 generously	 to	 the	 church	 offering	
even	 though	 there	 is	 no	 physical	 collection	 of	 church	 offering.	 You	 may	 channel	 your	
offering	to	the	following	account	through	online	banking,	cash	or	cheque	deposit:	

Grace	Methodist	Church	Sentul	
Public	Bank	Berhad:	3131820102	

Kindly	 indicate	 to	 Sis	 Saw	 Chan	 after	 remittance	 of	 your	 offering	 –	 012	 3566763	 or	 her	
email:	wsc_jo@yahoo.com	
	

2. Pastoral	Assistance	or	Counselling	
Pastor	is	available	to	anyone	who	needs	prayer	or	any	counselling	during	this	MCO	period.	
Feel	free	to	call	him	directly	at	012	7853357.	
	
	
	

3. ICM	Program	
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4. The	Church	in	a	Socially-Distant	Era	Program	by	TRAC	
	

	
	
REGISTER	HERE:			http://bit.ly/tracforum01	
	

5. Requesting	for	Donation	of	Used	Smartphone	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

GMC	Office	is	requesting	for	any	model	of	used	Smartphone	to	be	donated	
to	the	church	for	administration	use. 

It	must	be	in	working	condition	and	all	functions	can	still	work. 
Kindly	contact	Bro	David	–	Admin	for	further	information. 

Appealing	for	Donation	of	Used	Smartphone 
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Sermon-based	Questions	
1. If	you	can	‘turn	the	clock’	back,	what	would	be	some	of	things	you	will	like	to	change?	

In	career	or	job?	
In	relationships?	
In	church	life?	

2. What	will	happen	to	 the	 Israelites	 if	 Leviticus	25	 laws	cease	 to	exist,	and	why	do	you	
think	God	had	put	in	place	such	laws?		Prospectively,	what	will	happen	if	these	laws	in	
Leviticus	25	is	apply	in	modern	times?	

3. Everybody	 would	 like	 to	 own	 somethings,	 whether	 it	 is	 material	 items	 or	 close	
relationship	with	others	we	treasured.	But,	what	do	you	think	is	more	important	than	
ownership?	 Share	 about	 it	 on	 the	 basis	 of	 the	monies	 or	material	 things	 under	 your	
possession,	 and	 the	 relationships	 you	 have	 now,	 for	 example	 God-given	 child	 or	
children	under	your	care,	and	other	meaningful	relationships	at	this	moment.	

	

Pray	that	God	will	always	 impress	 in	our	heart	that	all	things,	 ‘land’	or	 ‘people’	belongs	to	
Him.	Pray	that	we	will	assume	responsibility	over	what	the	Lord	had	graciously	given	to	us	in	
this	life.	Also,	pray	that	when	the	time	comes,	we	will	willingly	and	gladly	return	back	to	God	
what	belongs	to	Him;	Trusting	what	He	gives	us	next	is	an	opportunity	to	‘reset’	again	with	
new	hope!	
Memory	verse:	Leviticus	25:	23,	“The	land	must	not	be	sold	permanently,	because	the	land	
is	mine	and	you	reside	in	my	land	as	foreigners	and	strangers.”	
	


