
Worship at Home 

April 19, 2020 

Opening Prayer (in unison) 

Father, help us not to grudge these few minutes that we worship You. Help us not to 

regard it as just a formality that we go through on Sundays. Help us today to really 

listen to Your voice, to really speak to You, so that we may be made more and more 

in the image of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Thank You again for the freedom and 

privilege to worship You in our own homes. This we ask in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Hymn of Praise (or any other hymn/song known to the family can be sung; and a 

few more hymn/songs as the family may choose to sing) 

Crown him with many crowns, 
the Lamb upon his throne. 
Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns 
all music but its own. 
Awake, my soul, and sing 
of him who died for thee, 
and hail him as thy matchless King 
through all eternity. 

Crown him the Lord of life, 
who triumphed o'er the grave, 
and rose victorious in the strife 
for those he came to save; 
his glories now we sing 
who died and rose on high, 
who died eternal life to bring, 

and lives that death may die. 

Crown him the Lord of love; 
behold his hands and side, 
rich wounds, yet visible above, 
in beauty glorified; 
no angels in the sky 
can fully bear that sight, 
but downward bends their burning eye 
at mysteries so bright. 

Crown him the Lord of years, 
the potentate of time, 
creator of the rolling spheres, 
ineffably sublime. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! 
for thou hast died for me; 
thy praise shall never, never fail 
throughout eternity. 

Intercession (each person can be encouraged to say a prayer based on the items below 

or one person could be assigned to pray all the items below) 

 



1. We must practice social distancing without being socially disconnected from one 

another. Pray that everyone in our family and church community is being reached out to 

and ministered to in some ways.  

 

2. For Malaysia and the rest of the world to heal from the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 

3. Pray for those who are at the verge of losing their jobs or have lost them. Pray their 

needs will be met.  

 

4. Any other prayers the family wishes to bring to God. 

 

End the intercession with the Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

 

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Hymn of Preparation (or any other hymn/song) 

 

There is a name I love to hear,  

I love to sing its worth; 

It sounds like music in mine ear,  

The sweetest name on earth.  

 

Refrain 

Oh, how I love Jesus, 

Oh, how I love Jesus,  

Oh, how I love Jesus,  

Because He first loved me!  

 

It tells me of a Savior's love,  

Who died to set me free, 

It tells me of His precious blood,  

The sinner's perfect plea.  

 

Refrain 

Oh, how I love Jesus,  

Oh, how I love Jesus,  

Oh, how I love Jesus,  



Because He first loved me!  

 

It tells me what my Father hath,  

In store for every day, 

And though I tread a darksome path,  

Yields sunshine all the way.  

 

Refrain 

Oh, how I love Jesus,  

Oh, how I love Jesus,  

Oh, how I love Jesus,  

Because He first loved me!  

 

It tells of One whose loving heart,  

Can feel my deepest woe, 

Who in each sorrow bears a part, 

That none can bear below. 

 

Refrain 

Oh, how I love Jesus,  

Oh, how I love Jesus,  

Oh, how I love Jesus,  

Because He first loved me!  

 

Reading of the Bible (turn to your Bibles and everyone reads aloud together or one 

verse per person) 

Acts 28:1-10 (English Standard Version) 

1 After we were brought safely through, we then learned that the island was called 

Malta. 2 The native people showed us unusual kindness, for they kindled a fire and 

welcomed us all, because it had begun to rain and was cold. 3 When Paul had gathered a 

bundle of sticks and put them on the fire, a viper came out because of the heat and 

fastened on his hand. 4 When the native people saw the creature hanging from his hand, 

they said to one another, “No doubt this man is a murderer. Though he has escaped 

from the sea, Justice has not allowed him to live.” 5 He, however, shook off the creature 

into the fire and suffered no harm. 6 They were waiting for him to swell up or suddenly 

fall down dead. But when they had waited a long time and saw no misfortune come to 

him, they changed their minds and said that he was a god. 

7 Now in the neighborhood of that place were lands belonging to the chief man of the 

island, named Publius, who received us and entertained us hospitably for three days. 8 It 

happened that the father of Publius lay sick with fever and dysentery. And Paul visited 

him and prayed, and putting his hands on him, healed him. 9 And when this had taken 

place, the rest of the people on the island who had diseases also came and were cured. 
10 They also honored us greatly, and when we were about to sail, they put on board 

whatever we needed. 

 

 



Sermon (to be read aloud by one person) 

 
MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 

Acts 28:1-10 shows us that every circumstance or situation is a missional opportunity. In 

the shipwreck Paul witnesses with the peace of God. When bitten by a snake he 

witnesses with his un-anxious attitude. When he sees the sick, he witnesses with the 

power of God. Paul was missional at all times and in every situation. 

Paul was being taken as a prisoner to Rome when the shipwrecked. Having safely 

reached an island Paul and others were treated kindly by the natives. When Paul picked 

a bundle of sticks and put them in the fire a snake probably awakened and bit him. He 

was not disturbed by the snake bite. He just shook it off. When others saw Paul’s 

reaction, they saw God at work in Paul.  

Then Paul went to stay with Publius, whose father was sick. Paul prayed for him and 

Publius’s father was healed. He prayed for one and as a result many sick persons came. 

Paul had experienced a shipwreck. He could have sat and sulked and blamed God for the 

tragedy. Instead he uses his personal tragedy as an opportunity to be faithful to his 

calling and opportunity to minister to those who were hurting.  

Our reaction to pain and attacks either creates missional opportunities or hinders the 

missional opportunity. If we would handle our pains, disappointments and troubles well 

by the grace of God, we become ‘wounded healers.’  

Pandita Ramabai was an Indian who turned to Christ. At the age of 23 when her 

husband died, she was left with a young daughter. Because of her condition she 

experienced firsthand the atrocious treatment of women in India. This firsthand 

experience of destitution, widowhood, and poverty made her resilient. She was verbally 

attacked by because of the ministries she was doing. Her wounds did not paralyze her. It 

became a source of healing to others. These experiences propelled her to go forward in 

life to help others in similar condition. In one of the homes that she had founded at one 

time she had 2000 children and women. She died in 1922. For her services to the nation, 

the Indian Government issued a commemorative stamp in 1989. Our pains can create 

missional opportunities. 

Remember Paul was in chains. He was a prisoner. Eventually he will be brought to Rome 

to be tried as a prisoner for having preached Christ. But still he ministered to everyone 

he came across.  

We will always have limitations. For some of us, age becomes our chains. Some feel they 

are too old to do anything for God. George Muller when he turned 70 fulfilled a life-long 

dream of missionary work for the next 17 years until he was 87. He traveled to 42 

countries, preaching at least once a day ministering to some three million people all 

together. Some on the other hand feel they are too young to serve. Patricia lived in one 

of the crowded slum communities of Santa Mesa, Manila which was known as a 

breeding ground for thieves, criminals and prostitutes. Patricia decided to teach the 

noisy and rude children there the Bible so that they can change their ways. She gathered 

these unruly children aged 5 to 10 years old to teach them about Jesus. Patricia herself 

was only 12 years old. 

Covid-19 pandemic is real. It has forced us into social distancing. It has become either 
like a pain that has hindered some of us or like a chain that limits some of us. But during 
a time like this some people have become creative by finding different ways to minister 
to those near and far. Everyone faces some kind of limitation, but limitations should not 



stop us from doing what God wants to achieve through us. We learn from the Apostle 
Paul that the missional Christian is not discouraged by shipwrecks, attacks, sickness, 
chains, and troubles. The missional Christian sees difficulties, hindrances diseases and 
pandemics as opportunities to display the power and compassion of God. The missional 
Christian is not limited by adverse circumstances. The missional Christian seizes every 
opportunity to be a witness for Christ. 
 

Hymn of Dedication (or any other hymn/songs known to the family) 

We've a story to tell to the nations, 
that shall turn their hearts to the right, 
a story of truth and mercy, 
a story of peace and light, 

a story of peace and light. 

Refrain: 
For the darkness shall turn to dawning, 
and the dawning to noonday bright, 
and Christ's great kingdom shall come on earth, 
the kingdom of love and light. 

We've a song to be sung to the nations, 
that shall lift their hearts to the Lord, 
a song that shall conquer evil, 
and shatter the spear and sword, 
and shatter the spear and sword. [Refrain] 

We've a message to give to the nations, 
that the Lord who reigneth above 
has sent us His Son to save us, 
and show us that God is love, 

and show us that God is love. [Refrain] 

We've a Savior to show to the nations, 

who the path of sorrow has trod, 

that all of the world's great peoples 

may come to the truth of God, 

may come to the truth of God! [Refrain] 

A READING FROM THE 16th PSALM (each person takes a verse to read unhurriedly) 

1 Preserve me, O God, for in you I take refuge.  
2 I say to the LORD, "You are my Lord; I have no good apart from you."  
3 As for the saints in the land, they are the excellent ones, in whom is all my delight.  
4 The sorrows of those who run after another god shall multiply; their drink offerings of 
blood I will not pour out or take their names on my lips.  
5 The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot.  
6 The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance.  
7 I bless the LORD who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs me.  
8 I have set the LORD always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be 
shaken.  
9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; my flesh also dwells secure.  
10 For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your holy one see corruption.  
11 You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at 
your right hand are pleasures forevermore.  



Closing Prayer (in unison) 

God our Father, we owe You thanks. Thank You for health and strength; thank You for 

family and friends; thank You for life and blessings. We are confident that our adverse 

circumstances do not limit or defeat us. In all circumstances help us to seize the 

opportunity to bring honour to Your name and to make Christ known. We pray in Jesus’ 

name. Amen.  

 

At another time in the week the family might want to discuss the questions below which 

is based on the Bible reading and sermon today: 

1. Do you feel the Movement Control Order (MCO) restricting and limiting you from 
touching lives? 

2. In what ways can you bring honour to Christ today in spite of MCO?  

3. Is there someone who needs a prayer or a comforting word from you today? In 

what ways can you reach out to them from your home? 

Memorize: 

“It happened that the father of Publius lay sick with fever and dysentery. And Paul 

visited him and prayed, and putting his hands on him, healed him.”  (Acts 28:8, ESV) 

 

End of bulletin 


